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Those Present
Sandy Bell Chair (SB),  Francis Selkirk Deputy Chair(FS), George Luke Treasurer (GL), Roger French Secretary (RF),  Morag Beavon minutes Secretary (MB), Fiona McPherson (FM), Ian Baxter (IB), Eoin Frame (EF) 
Local Councillors - Leagh Douglas (LD) .Caroline Cochrane (CC)
Apologies: Sabrina Edwards and Elaine Thornton Nicol
Three Members of the public present
Meeting agreed to be every second Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the community wing. 
Matters arising:
Introductions made and apologies given.
It was agreed that RF would continue as secretary and for Morag Beavon to be minutes secretary.
Minutes of last meeting were agreed, proposed Ian Baxter and seconded Morag Beavon.
It was agreed that Shelley Edgar would be co-opted as our tenth member.  Proposed by Fran Selkirk and seconded Eoin Frame. 
It was suggested by LD to contact Earlston High School to invite any school members who would be interested in attending the meetings. This would be beneficial to get a younger persons opinion on what we could do to involve them with community projects. 
No actions were raised from the police report.
Planning matters, RF gave an in-depth report on the current housing proposals, and it was agreed that more information would be appreciated by the Newtown and Eildon community. RF is handing a draft letter to CC who will push the matter forward. It was also mentioned that the flats in Whitefield were being rebuilt into four dwelling houses. 
Members of the public expressed frustration regarding the booking of the community wing. A more informative approach was discussed and for this information to be displayed more prominently in the public notice boards at the COOP and the bus stop for both the community wing and the centre.
In agreement the lack of communication from planners and developers within the village was expressed unanimously.
Traffic on the Boglie burn was a concern for walkers, EF explained that it was for construction access and should be temporary.  LD to check this is out.
Recommendation to move the bench nearer the bus stop as people were damaging the planters after sitting on them. CC to review. 
The Co op bollards are broken, and the bolts are now exposed which could cause damage to car tires this will be taken forward by the counsellors.
RF will action a vote of thanks to Barbara Graham who has been extremely involved with Newtown in bloom.
Councillor reports:
LD informed us that there is a problem border wide of the lack of bus routes and bus drivers. Also the train service appears to be problematic which is ongoing.
LD reported that the football club received new nets.
The school was using the new Greenhope outdoor activity area and LD commented on her positive meeting with the head teacher at Newtown Primary School. Greenhope are wanting to expand into the community.
Open surgery to be held on Thursday from 6-8pm in the community wing.
A date was to be confirmed for a walk round the village to highlight any concerns or queries that might arise. 
Treasury report:
GL informed the committee of income and expenditure regarding the accounts. GL expressed concern regarding the current standing charge for the two electric boxes for the Christmas lights, the Local Councillors asked to look into alternative options to see how other towns and villages manage.
Christmas Lights:
FM will continue to organise the Christmas light preparations and involve other village members who have volunteered. 
To continue the tradition of past years and for members of the village to join together in the procession and switching on of lights.  The community wing will be open for some small stalls and refreshments.
FM to confirm when the lights are to go up, to liaise with the volunteers.
The Christmas tree has been organised this year however to be reviewed for next year. 
It was suggested by SB that a new sub group called the *Community Impact Team* was created to enable us to have a list of people from the Newtown and Eildon area of willing volunteers who would be happy to help with any community events. 
Any other business:
War memorial: SB to clarify what was required to tidy up the memorial in preparation for the service on the 13th November and for RF to proceed with ordering the wreath. 
RF to ask Cpt. Neil Dewar to lay the wreath.
Community Wing
It was felt unanimously that the Community Wing could open its doors to encourage villagers of all ages to come along and have access to a friendly warm hub that they could meet others and have something to eat. Maybe twice a week which would allow the public to benefit from the foodbank, advice and other resources. This could be run on a voluntary basis  from the community council and anyone from the village who would like to participate. 
Next meeting: 8th November in the community wing from 7pm 
All villagers welcomed to come along and find out what is going on in village and raise items or ask questions
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