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Those Present
Sandy Bell Chair (SB),  Francis Selkirk Deputy Chair(FS), George Luke Treasurer (GL), Roger French Secretary (RF),  
Present:
Fiona McPherson (FM), Sandy Bell (SB), Frances Selkirk (FS), George Luke (GL),  

Local Councillors - Leagh Douglas (LD), Elaine Thornton Nicol (ETN) Caroline Cochrane (CC), 

Public were present.
Apologies:  Sabrina Edwards(SE),  Shelley Edgar (SE), Roger French (RF), Ian Baxter (IB),
Minutes of last meeting were agreed, proposed FS and FM.
Open Forum
· Hedge at Whitefield has been reported – ETN has reported that SBC has done their side, but may be up to landowner to do theirs.

· Gate into park stuck shut – reported. – This wasn’t mentioned but aware that the gate is still not in use.

· Trees in the middle of Whitefield housing are now disrupting the pavements and no light is getting into houses that surround them.  ETN reporting.

· Parking still a problem at the school and entrance still problematic.  ETN to discuss possibility of double yellows going into Sergeants Park and also to look at where there could be additional parking.
Community Police Report
· Vandalism was upmost in the report, Concerns coming from villagers.  

· ETN meeting with CAT team and looking at additional patrols. Also will be liaising with high school. 

· ETN looking into vandalism to the bench at post box and also the wall.
Councillor reports:
· LD has been in contact with Scottish Water regarding the disrepair that they have left the pathways and wooded area down the Glen.  Email received to say that they were told to leave the mess for re-wilding. This is open for further discussion at a later date.

· LD has been in touch with SBC to look at a cheaper option of an electric hook up for our Christmas lights instead of having to pay a yearly standing charge for one month of the year. – Waiting on confirmation, but looking feasible.

· LD: Coop bench is back in place after a prompt repair.

· ETN is pushing again about benches at the park.  This is becoming frustrating for all.

· ETN War memorial plans are well underway. Hopefully by next year we will have a memorial garden to be proud of. Also looking at getting the bench tidied up here as it is well used.

· ETN has updated us on clean up to North entrance to village whilst road works were being upgraded.  No lighting as yet.

· ETN looking into some “table top” safety measure near school to slow down traffic.

· CC: money for strimmer was approved. Waiting to hear if we can get access to one of the old grass cutters.
Correspondence received:
· Agreed that no other 20mph indicators were needed in the village.

· Planning sub-group had a meeting with H&H they are very frustrated at the Council and the cost implications. (see planning)
Planning:
· Planning sub-group would like a letter written to John Curry regarding Coop and utility buildings.

· GL read out letter from RF regarding the planning permission for 900 houses.  CC re-read the email that was sent a few weeks ago stipulating that no planning permission had been granted; it was an outline planning permission with approx. 35 clauses and no interested planners.  So, at the moment there is nothing to fight against.  

· All councillors stressed that none of them were on the planning board, but they would look into it again, specifically what the problems are with the hold ups for H&H and also if there is anything more significant with the Coop and the Utility buildings.

· Regarding the doctors surgery; ETN is having a meeting with public Health to see if there is any leeway with surgery.  Again, there is no money on the pot for any major manoeuvres from either SBC or NHS.
Treasury report: GL
· SBC insurance was £5.91 this year.

· Cost £60.00 to renew noticeboard at Coop after vandalism.
Remembrance Sunday
· Minister has been confirmed by FS.

Remembrance Sunday contd.
· FS confirmed Derek and the choir would be attending to perform in the Community Wing.

· Piper has been confirmed by GL

· GL also confirmed that the wreath has been purchased.  There will also be some small crosses available for villagers to lay.

· School children are decoration the community wing with pictures

· ETN will make sure “Tommy” is out on display.

· SB has sent in for road closures

· FM liasing with LIVE Borders for hall opening
Any other business:
· Hedge around Community Wing and SBC has been cut. ETN has reported the slow leak at the pavement area out front of building.

· Christmas Lights to be put up on Saturday 11th November. Volunteers will be asked for.

· FM in talks with getting boxes on lampposts for Christmas lights as the shops are now closed.

· Christmas tree will be from Rhymers Glen. Andrew Edgar will help erect a small fence round it.

· Christmas committee has met and a plan of action has been agreed. FM will confirm things, but roughly on the same plan as last year. A few tweeks here and there.  More will follow.

· FM will email committee about some date for next year.

· Greenhope church attended meeting looking to help where they can.  It was agreed that we would have an earlier meeting on 14th November at 6.30pm.  This half hour would be for village groups to tell us a bit about themselves and to look at getting more voluntary help, or looking to help each other.  For the first meeting we are approaching Greenhope, Newtown in Bloom and Newtown PTA.  This is something that we hope to carry on a few times a year.

· The number of meetings per year was mentioned. Nothing has been confirmed as yet.
Next meeting: 10th October 2023  in the community wing from 7pm 

All villagers welcomed to come along and find out what is going on in village and raise items or ask questions
NEWTOWN AND EILDON COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Draft minutes





Tuesday 12th Sept 2023 - 7pm.  Newtown Community Wing










3



