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19th Century Newtown       



June, 1850 - Coach Accident - One of the coaches which runs between Jedburgh and Kelso was upset within a quarter of mile of Newtown on Saturday night.  The accident was caused by the coach having been top heavy due to the number of passengers on the outside and the quantity of luggage on the roof.  The passengers were thrown down with great force and several of them were much injured.  Fortunately a medical gentleman was present who gave every assistance in his power to the sufferers and a female passenger was so far recovered that she was able to continue on her journey.  



July, 1852 - Cheap Pleasure Excursion to Kelso on 5th August - being the day on which St James’ Fair is held.  A special train will leave Edinburgh at 9.0 am arriving at Newtown Station at 11.0 am where it will be joined by a train from Hawick which will reach Kelso about 11.30 am.  In returning it will leave Kelso at 6.30 pm and will stop at all stations both in going and returning to take up and let down passengers.  Fares - Edinbuirgh to Kelso and Back - First Class 7/-, Second Class 5/- Third Class 3/6d.



June, 1867 - Compulsory Vaccination Act- Smallpox - ‘A vaccination is as protective against smallpox as smallpox itself” was the answer to the outcry brought about by compulsory vaccination.



March, 1871 - Messrs Lockie, Builder and Kerr, Merchant, have erected some beautiful cottages here, not far from the Railway Station, and they seem well fitted up, not only for railway servants, but for parties moving in the middle class society.  Mr Lockie has some more cottages in the course of erection.  Mr Yellowlees, Wood and Coal Merchant, Galashiels, has also an extensive new sawmill in the course of erection at Langlands.



April 1871 - On Tuesday as two boys Robson and Armstrong belonging to Newtown were fishing in the Tweed between Old Melrose and Dryburgh they observed something floating in the water.  They followed it as it was borne down by the current and gave notice to Mr David Johnston at Dryburgh who happened to be fishing near the place.  He waded into the river and saw it was a body of a boy who, on being got out of the river was identifed as that of the boy Scott of Drygrange Mains who was unfortunately drowned near Leaderfoot Bridge about Christmas last year.  The clothes were entire, minus the cap, and the bag was on his back with the school books in it.  Just as he had come from school. 

June 1871 - John Jeffrey and Adam Strong were found guilty of having, during this month stolen two rabbit traps from a field called Lambhill on the farm of Nortonhall, Eildon and two rabbits from the same place.  The Sheriff in passing sentence said, but for their youth he would have sent the prisoners to jail to be whipped, but considering one was only ten years old and the other twelve he would fine them five shillings each, hoping that that might prove a warning to them.  The fines were paid.
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The Auction Mart� Messrs John Swan & Sons’ Sale Ring is nearly finished.  It is one of the finest in the locality; it is 58 feet broad 	across the centre and is finely seated all round for the purchasers.  It has a beautiful spire and a wind indicator, carrying a representation of a bullock.��



December, 1871 - Jedburgh Sheriff Court - John Jackson, Farm Servant, Whitelee Farm was fined ten shillings or fourteen days imprisonment - he was charged with malicious mischief in so far as on 16th November he did at a bridge known as Black Bridge throw a turnip at an express passenger train whereby a panel of one of the carriages was broken.



March, 1872- -Site for New Bank - We understand that the Royal Bank of Scotland have got a site from the Railway Company on which to build a new bank.  The present anticipation is that the place must soon become a centre of much business in cattle and other agricultural produce.



March, 1872 - Sale of Property - That dwelling house ‘Newtown’ with granary, stable, coachhouse, field behind, and garden in front, occupied by the late Miss Stenhouse was sold by auction in Dowell’s Rooms, Edinburgh to Mr Ronald Porteous for £710 on Wednesday.
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September, 1872 - Erection of Police Station - Thebuilding of the Police Station is to be commenced.





October, 1874 - The Gale - Great damage has been done to plantations in the locality and large trees are to be seen in all directions, torn up by the roots and in some instances broken right through the middle.  Several corn stacks have been blown away completely.  Thatched roofs in many of the surrounding villages have suffered severly.  Dryburgh chain bridge is severely bent and otherwise seriously injured by the force of the tempest.  The Tweed came down in roaring flood about midday and flooded all the Haughs and lowing lying ground.
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1874 - Mr David Lumgair was ordained at Newtown in 1844.  “Four years after his ordination Asiatic Cholera was in the district and in Newtown its ravages were terrible.  A twelfth part of the population died and once again the small community was awed by the spectacle of two funerals in one day.  The faithful pastor was always at his post going from door to door in the panic stricken village.  During Mr Lumgair’s years the railway came to Newtown which transfromed the little village.  Business’s thrived and in turn the church benefited  As might be expected a place of worship more in keeping with the altered circumstances gradually increased and, on Wednesday 17th June, 1868,  a day of beautiful sunshine the handsome and commodious structure was formally opened at a cost of £1087.  In March 1874, Mr Lumgair became ill at the railway stationand died suddenly at the age of 58 years and in his 31st year of ministry.  Under his ministry the congregation was peaceful and prosperous.  Reference was made to his lithe, active figure and beaming face, his clear and independent judgement, his scorn of everything false and mean and his unobtrusive piety.











January, 1875 - Supper - The annual supper in connection with the railway employees was held in the Black Bull Inn on Wednesday night.  Mr William White filled the Chair and Mr Elwes acted as croupier.  Upwards of forty sat down to an excellent supper provided in Mr P Clark’s excellent style.  During the evening, a number of songs were rendered by various parties and the company broke up at an early hour, highly pleased with their entertainment.
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Newtown Glen - June 1875







�Oh trembling strains of the sweetest song

That wander through my heart and brain

Of scenes and haunts rememered long

You bring up visions once again.



I see a wild and lonely glen

Through which a noisy brooklet strays

Where golden whins grow like a sun

And the birds their warbling echoes raise.



I see a careless group

With childhood’s laughter in their eyes

They scan the pools with eager look

Away the startled minnow flies.



Anon with thriftless glee they spoil

The glen of primrose, cowslip sweet

Their blest reward for lightsome toil

To watch them floating at their feet.







I see a leafy, hazel grove

Where tangled grass and brambles run;

I see a smiling sky above

And in mine eyes I see a sun.



No other sun could shine so bright

No sky smile so serenly blue

No colour bring me such delight

As that which floats my vision through



I hear a wind among the trees

It seems to cool my very brain

I hear again upon the leaves

The tremulous drops of summer rain



And through the woods on breezes borne

The cushat’s lonely note I hear

And like a low sweet undertone

The river’s voice falls on my ear





�The song has ceased, the vision fades

Back to the present I must come

But sound of brook through summer glades

Will go with me though song be dumb.





Elizabeth Cochrane who wrote this poem was born in Newtown in 1852 - she died in Edinburgh.



March, 1876 - Newtown Public School - Estimate for the whole works £1,552.  Price paid for the old school £122.  Building grant £193.  Yearly cost of the school to the Parish to May, 1875  £61.  The number of scholars which the old building accommodated was sixty-seven.  The number of scholars that can be accommodated within the new building is 110 which leaves 11 places vacant at present.



January, 1876 - New School - Melrose School Board, parents, and guardians and friends of the children met for the purpose of officially opening the new school. Mr Freer took the Chair and pronounced the school open and paid a high compliment to the teacher, Mr Nelson for the manner in which he had conducted the old school and wished him every success in the new.



July, 1876 - Water Supply at Newtown - The Contractors are very busy bringing water from the Eildon Hills and will have an abundant supply of grand water.  It is most gratifying to know that subscriptions have come in to nearly £300 to defray expenses so far.  Although many of the inhabitants expected to get the water free, this will not be the case, and they have now applied and got authority to charge the proper rate, which is not expected to be above 4d. in the £1.



August, 1876 - Saturday last will be one of the landmarks in the history of the little village of Newtown and will be looked back upon by its inhabitants with much pleasure, for on that day was introduced into the village the first proper and plentiful supply of water which it has ever had.



August, 1876 - An accident was caused when a railway worker’s lamp spilled out paraffin which ignited and set fire to his clothes.  He died several days later.



June, 1877 - The 1st Battalion of the Roxburghshire Volunteers assembled at Newtown on Saturday evening for battalion drill.  The mounted officers on the field were Major Plummer of Sunderland Hall, Major Paton of Crailing and Captain and Adjutant MacPherson.  The parade took place at a field on the Eildon.  Total strength - 527.



January, 1877 - Annual Missionary Soiree - The Rev. Mr Young, Minister of the Congregation in the Chair.  The Rev. Hugh Stevenson congratulated the congregation on the improved appearance of the exterior of the church after the cleaning it had recently received and from the freedom from debt and the harmony that prevailed among the members.  Several beautiful and appropriate pieces were sung by Mr Somerville’s choir.

August, 1877 - Sabbath School Picnic - Children of the U.P. church, along with those connected with Bowden Established and St Boswells Free Churches, also from the Sunday schools of Eildon and Dryburgh assembled at Newtown Old School and proceeded to the railway station with flags flying and boarded the 11.30 am train to Marchmont, the seat of Sir Hugh Campbell.  After refreshments they were taken round the old baronial building and into the beautiful gardens, which was followed by games of all sorts which both old and young enjoyed.  The Rev. Mr Young proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Sir Hugh and Lady Campbell for their kindness.  Returning to Newtown before 6 o’clock the children marched to Mr Davidson’s sale ring where tea was provided for them.



�



November, 1877 -  Dangerous bullock - On Saturday 			evening, between six and seven o’clock while some men were taking cattle out of the trucks at Newtown St Boswells station, one got furious and ran off, first coming in contact with the new water fountain and knocking the metal portion to the ground.  It afterwards went down the village and caused much mischief, alarming the whole of the inhabitants.  It broke into Mr Johnston’s garden and did a good deal of damage there, and then went down by the back burn and was lost for the night but was secured on the Sabbath morning in the Orchard.



November, 1877 - Concert - Mr James Lumsden from Edinburgh gave a concert in the Sale Ring of Messrs Swan, kindly granted by them for the occasion.  It being a clear bright night a very large number of ladies and gentlemen were present and were much delighted with the performance which was a great success.
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	May, 1880 - Bicycling - This is fast becoming a favourite 	mode of travelling and an attractrive sport among young 	men.  (At one time young people walked to church on Sundays under the watchful eye of their elders - however, with the dawning of the modern bicycle the young ride past the church door and out into the open countryside on their day off from work).









July, 1880 - A congregational meeting was held at Newtown to hear the report of the Committee for the new manse scheme.  Schedules had been issued to the members requesting them to give their opinion and choice for three different places for the Manse.  One for pulling down part of the present manse and altering it got little support, one got none and the great majority was for building a new manse to the east of the Church on the side of Hawkslee Road, but as some obstacles are still in the way the same Committee were re-appointed with powere to investigate further into the matter and report.  
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January, 1886 - A Reading Room has been opened from 6.0 pm until 10.0 pm. in the old school.  Some presents of books have been made with a view to forming a permanent library.



August, 1888 - Jedburgh Sheriff Court - William Anderson, Pedlar, was sent to prison for one month for breach of the peace at Newtown Station.  The offence was of an aggravated character.



March, 1888 - U.P. Church - A meeting of the Congregation of Newtown was held on Sunday when Rev R Ingles, M.A. presided.  The opinion of the members was asked as to whether unfermented wine should be introduced at the Sacrament in the future.  On a vote taken it was found that by a small majority they were in favour of no change being made.



October, 1888 - Lighting of the Village - A Public Meeting was held when the Committee reported a balance of £6 in hand.  It was agreed to hold a concert shortly in aid of the fund.



January, 1889- -Case under the Trespass Act - At Jedburgh Justice of Peace Court yesterday before Baillie Young, James Milne, Flax Dresser, having no fixed place of abode was charged with having on the previous night in contravention of the Trespass (Scotland) Act, slept in a shed at Newtown without permission.  He pleaded guilty and was fined five shillings or four days imprisonment.  He went to Jail.  





�EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5���

April, 1889 -Dr Hunter’s Free Education Scheme - A meeting of Ratepayers was held here on Wednesday evening for the purpose of considering the question of free educcation.  Mr Hall, manufacturer occupied the chair.  The feeling of the Meeting was that free education must follow on from compulsory education and that it should apply to denominational as well as Board schools.  Much discussion centred around the question as to whether denominational schools should share in it, but as they were also subject to Government inspection and not confined to any one sect it was agreed that it should be universal.



April, 1890 - Major Baillie Memorial Hall - This Public Hall is now nearing completion and it is to be furnished with a double dial clock and automatic lighting manchine which is now on view in the window of the manufacturers, Messrs R Bryson & Sons, Princess Street, Edinburgh.  The clock face is thirty inches and the inside dial eighteen inches in diameter.



July, 1891 - The Late Mr Nichol Cochrane - This gentleman died at Edinburgh on Sunday morning.  The descendant of a respected race of builders and portioners in Newtown, Nichol Cochrane, youngest son of John Cochrane, builder, Newtown was born there on 18th October, 1813.  Along with several of his brothers, he learned the mason trade.  The old schoolhouse, now remodelled and known as the Baillie Memorial Hall, was built by him, as well as the two-storey cottage which he built for himself at the foot of the village, and to which he brought his wife, Mary Walker.  As a workman, Nichol Cochrane was conscientious and as honest behind his master’s back as before his face.  He was modest and unassuming in manner, and although his judgement on most questions was sound and sensible he meddled little with any public affairs.  Before his removal to Edinburgh he was a member of the Old United Presbyterian Church at Newtown, for which his forefathers had furnished the ground for a site.  His piety was real, though unobtrusive;  he had a wonderful memory for sermons, and by his walk and conversation he showed the prescence of the faith that was in him.  His remains rest in Echo Bank cemetery beside those of his wife, laid there in September, 1885.



August, 1891 - Extensive additions have been made to this Library.  The books embrace works of travel, history, essays and the latest best fiction.  A catalogue has been issued and a copy has been presented to every villager.  There are now over 900 volumes in circulation and also a large number of periodicals.



December, 1891 - The death took place on Sunday morning at the Holmes, St Boswells of Lady Grisell Baillie.  Lady Grisell was born in 1822.  Within the last three years she resided at Dryburgh Abbey along with her two berothers, the Major and the Admiral, both of whom died lately.  In all good, Lady Grisell took a foremost part and her name was a household word in the villages of Newtown, St Boswells and Bowden.  All will miss her familiar form and many a household will feel that they have indeed lost a friend.  Lady Grisell Baillie was the first Deaconess of the Church of Scotland.  She took a leading part in the work of the Womens’ Guild of that Church and presided at a conference of delegates held in Edinburgh a month ago.





February, 1892 - Disturbances at Newtown Railway Station - At Jedburgh Sheriff Court John Lynch, Drover was sentecned to pay a £2 fine or 30 days imprisonment for creating a disturbance, William Nisbet, Labourer, Kelso was sentenced to sixty days imprisonment for disorderly behaviour at the station, James Neil, Draper was fined £2 or 30 days and William Black, painter was fined 10/- or 7 days imprisonment.  All disturbances took place on different days.



January, 1896 - Newtown - A large curling pond is shortly to be made on a farm of the Holmes near St Boswells, tenanted by Messrs John Swan & Sons, Cattle Salesmen, Edinburgh, who, we understand are to bear the whole expense.



February, 1898 - At Jedburgh Sheriff Court Charles Tulloch, Andrew Ballantyne and Peter Smith all woodmen residing at Thornilaw, St Boswells, were charged with committing a breach of the peace at the Railway Hotel, Newtown by cursing and swearing and fighting with each other.  Tulloch was charged with having seized P.C. William Graham, throwing him to the ground, compressing his throat and destroying his uniform.  They all pleased guilty.  Ballantyne and Smith were each fined 10/6d.  Tulloch was sent to prison for one month.



March, 1898 - James Kelly was charged under the Prevention of Crime Act to begging at Newtown on Saturday last.  He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to ten days imprisonment with hard labour.  Kelly had been very persistent in his solicitation for alms and stated he was starving with hunger while at the same time he had bread and cheese in his pocket.



April, 1898 - Richard Donnelly and Sarah Donnelly his wife, both tramps were charged with breach of the peace and of assaulting P.C. William Graham at Newtown.  They resisted arrest by kicking him, striking him on the leg with a walking stick and biting him on the finger.  They pleaded guilty.  Donnelly 60 days and his wife 30 days.


