From at talk with George Mitchell - 1914-18 War

“I can remember the first day the soldiers came riding in to Newtown.

They dismounted at the Railway Inn, the hotel yard at the back was all loose boxes and horses were kept there for the officers – it was all regimental down there.

After that they started bringing horses in and the Whitehill Depot opened for remounts.  We used to go up there as boys, after school,  and we got taught to ride - John Torrie, George Sadler, Willie Grant, Tommy Small and me.  A lot of the men were local and knew us.  

They’d put us up on to the horses that weren’t so wild.  We would get in amongst the grooms and help them as much as we could until someone would say 

“You’re not allowed on these horses, get away home”

They had some horrible horses up there you know, but I expect the horses would have been bought from the farmers and brought to Whitehill.   The farm buildings were full of loose boxes.

The grooms would come out on to the roads with three horses abreast.  One man mounted on the middle horse and a horse on either side of him - training them and breaking them in – getting them ready to go on to the front lines. – that went on for a long time.

A work horse  – they just broke it in to the great long tram car, trams about 1.1/2 times the length of a cart so that if they kicked they couldn’t break anything  They used a special harness, and a saddle with chains that were attached to the trams.

You see when the horses went to the Front their job was to draw the big guns.

Willie Storrie and Tommy Crombie remember:

The Home Guard – Auxialiary Units

Willie Storrie and Tommy Crombie were among a group of seven men who, after their full day’s work, spent their evenings (and nights too) training to be sabateurs.  They trained in secret from an underground shelter on Monksford land called the Operational Base (O B).

“The underground shelter was built with kitchen facilities and the beds (bunks) were fixed in.  We had a paraffin heater and kept the explosives under the beds. (He laughs).

We were trained with the regular soldiers at Monksford – we got a lot of drilling”.

The O B was ventilated by the doors only.  One night we decided to paint it – we got up at three in the morning and walked to Leaderfoot, our heads were ‘splitting’, the only ventilation we had was through the narrow OB doors.

“Gelignite was hidden everywhere – we even slept in the OB with it stored under the beds – nae bother!”

“Even Big Wull, the local policeman didn’t know about the shelter”.

One day we painted the walls, we were nearly sick with the smell of the fumes.  We all got out and walked to the Leaderfoot Bridge to clear our heads.

His patrol was trained to perform sabbotage tasks, e.g. mixing explosives ‘a sticky mass rolled into a ball with a stick – “looked like a toffee apple”.  The men carried out exercises in blowing up ‘enemy’ equipment on the Monksford Estate.

“I rememberthree men being killed during the exercises”.

“During the war the pavements were all broken and the roads in a mess with the tanks passing to and fro’.

“We were all young boys and a lot of us would follow the Home Guard around – they went all over the place – there was an ammunition store at Eildon.



Robert Mathers

John Thomson remembers soldiers being billeted at Dryburgh Arms, Railway Hotel, Monksford House, Monksford Stables, Buccleuch Arms – Featherstone’s the Bakers was the mess.

“Pugs Parlour”- Large Sums for Charities

1945 – the members of “Pugs Parlour”, Newtown, spent a pleasant evening at their closing whist drive and dance held in the Recreation Hut. On the call of Mrs Turnbull a hearty vote of thanks was accorded Miss Redden, Dalibank, who so kindly gave the Club the use of two rooms (above the Post Office) free of charge to hold their weekly whist drives.

“Pugs Parlour” was brought into existence a few years ago when the Government requisitioned all hall accommodation in the village for military purposes.  Miss Reddon offered the two rooms to the ladies who then formed this Whist Club.  The object of the Club was to raise money for charitable purposes, and the members held weekly whist drives which the soldiers also made use of.  From these efforts the grand total of £693 was realised and disbursed amongst the various charitable organisations.  This is a record of which these ladies may be justly proud.

As the rooms are not now available, the Club will meet each month in the Recreation Hut to raise funds for another deserving cause, the Newtown & Eildon Welcome Home Fund.  To show their appreciation, the committee of the Club met Miss Redden and presented her with a necklace.  Miss Redden suitably replied.  They also met Mrs A Hunter whom they presented with an ornamental belt in appreciation of her services for playing the accordian at their social functions and dances. 

Newtown St Boswells
-
Country Fair

£360 for K O S B Fund

The Country Fair at Newtown was held in ideal weather on Saturday and there was a very large attendance.  The stalls were well laden with a fine variety of cakes, vegetables, flowers, provisions, soft goods, etc.

Newtown Muster

1939

Newtown Comforts Committee have issued a list of men serving with H M Forces, which is published below.  The Committee are anxious to keep the list up to date, and the parents or friends of men joining the colours are earnestly requested to hand the names to the Secretary, Mr W B Sawers.  This also applies to those who may have been omitted.

Cpl R Beattie

KOSB

Dr R Brown

R S

Pte E Cassie

KOSB

A/C 2 DJ Clark

RAF

Sgt GAG Clark

RAF

A/C 2 A Colley

RAF

Gnr R Crombie

RA

Sgt A Dickson

KOSB

Spr W Donaldson

RE

Gnr H Douglas

RA

Sub-Lieut Dow

RNVF

Gnr TL Edgar

RA

Cpl W Edgar

KOSB

Pte J Elliot

KOSB

Cpl W Featherstone
KOSB

Gnr A Fisher

RA

Dr A Gibb

RASC

A/C CIG Gibson

RAF

Dr F Graham

RASC

Ord/Sea FB Grant
RNVR

A/G1 F F Hall

RAF

Lieut W F Heard

APC

Gnr W Henderson
RA

L/Bar A S Hood

RA

Gnr A hunter

RA

Pte J Hunter

KOSB

A/C1 W hunter

RAF

L/A/C D Inglis

RAF

Spr g Lackie

RE

L/Cpl R Lindsay

RE

Pte W Lindon

KOSB

Pte W Lockie

RC

Gnr J W Lowrie

RA

A/C2 W Michie

RAF

O/CD K L McIntosh
RE

Pte J Pittillo

KOSB

A/C2 R Porteous

RAF

Pte W Raeburn

RS

L/Cpl A L Rehill

RAMC

Pte R Robeson

RASC

PC S Rutherford

AMPC

L/Cpl W S Sanderson
RASC

Pte W Shackleton

KOSB

Sgt C Shepherd

RASC

Pte D W Shanks

KOSB

Pte T Shiel

          Pte W R Shiel

AMPC

Cpl W S Simpson

RAF

Pte G A Small

RASC

Pte R Somervaille
KOSB

A/C2 J B Stoddart
RAF            A/C1 Ian Swinton
RAF

Spr J Swinton

RE

Gnr J B Walker

RA

Cpl G Watt

Gordons

Dr G H Whillans

RASC

Dr R Wilson

RASC

Dr R T Yule

RASC

The Comforts Committee have also sent parcels to the following 

soldiers who have married Newtown girls :-

CSM W Graham

KOSB

Pte j McHallam

KOSB

Pte W Renton

RS

PS M Temple

KOSB

21.01.1940 – Newtown St Boswells suffered a grievous loss last week when the deaths were reported, by enemy air action, of Pte. David Shanks (19) 23 Roxburgh Place and Pte. John Hunter.(23) of Langlands Place.

June, 1945
-
Liberated Prisoners

After the liberation of prison camps in Germany, three local lads arrived home at the weekend.  Pte John Elliot, KOSB, Airborne 1st Div. who was taken prisoner at Arnhem was liberated from Stalag XI when Fallingsborstal was captured by the 7th Armoured Div.

Pte Thomas Mercer, Border Regt. Airborne Troops also captured at Arnhem ws liberated from Stalag XIB.  Driver Bert Yule, RASC taken prisoner in Libya early in 1942.  All three lads say they have been fairly well treated, but food was very scarce and they express their appreciation for Red Cross parcels, to which they owe their good health.

October, 1945

Eildon Engineer Gains Belgian Medallion

For Meritorious Service

In recognition of meritorious service in connection with the rehabilitation of Belgian waterways, the Director of Ports and Inland Waterways has notified W O I Lindsay, R.B. (Port Construction and Repair Co), that he has been presented with the Belgian Medallion by the Belgian Ministry of Public Works.  

W O Lindsay, son of Mr & Mrs Lindsay, Eildon Bank, Eildon, enlisted with the RE in 1940.  He was attached to a bomb disposal squad early in his service and had considerable experience in the South of England and Clydeside at the height of the blitz.

The Medallion is inscribed –

“1944-45.  Grateful Belgium to Liberating Armies – to W O I Lindsay, R.E.

Michael Featherstone remembers:

His dad showing him a cupboard in his home where esplosives were stored.  When amnestity was declared men from bomb disposal arrived to collect a variety of ammunition – small boxes containing ‘sawdust’  to absorb moisture – to keep exposive dry, boxes of bullets and detonators which he likened to pencils.  Explosives were stored at Floors Castle. 

Michael was born in 1946.  His father met his mother when she was nursing at Monksford House during the war.  She was a VA Detachment nurse.

Prisoner of War Camp
-
1940’s

The displaced persons played in a band at the Corn Exchange at Melrose at dances – and instrumental band.  They played some music of their own countries.

The Polish Battalions came off boats and along with tanks would pass through England into Scotland and on to Earlston.  The heavy 5OT tanks would go by rail and the 25T by vehicular transporters.  The trains would come into Earlston in the dark between 2.0O am and 3.0O am. - always camouflaged, the engines having no markings.  According to the local residents there was a lot of noise.  Using light shunting machines one at the front and one at the back two tanks would cross over Leaderfoot Bridge very slowly – space was left between the tanks to spread out the weight.  There was a siding at Ravenswood where the tanks were shunted onto the big line.  There were also tanks in most of the Earlston area.  The Waverley Line was used because it was difficult for the Germans to locate.

Wool packs were placed at the base of the Leaderfoot columns as they wouldn’t rot.  There was a weight restriction on the bridge.

 “The Germans in the POW camp carved toys from spare pieces of wood that local joiners would leave for them.  The painters gave them their left-over paint.  In turn the prisoners gave the local people their craft work.  They made lovely things.”  Most of them had wives and children in Germany.

Jean Stramka’s husband was one of the younger ones, - his plane was shot down at the Goodwin Sands  

From there he was sent to Gosforth but was determined along with two companions to escape.  (Walter’s was pretty fluent at speaking English).  Walter broke his shoulder escaping from the train, he was separated from his two friends and instead of going to Canada, he ended up in Newtown.”

Copy Letter from Major Peter Forbes

(ex Cameron Highlanders) 
- 7th April, 2003

Dear Mrs Barrow

Operational Base – Secret Bunker

Monksford Estate

Ref your letter the ‘fighting behind force’ was known as Auxiliary Units, a deliberately bland name so not to attract attention for a top secret force.  The secret bunkers were known as Operational Bases or OB’s for short.

I joined blind in 1941 and like everyone else was not told what it was until I signed the Official Secrets Act.  I was appointed as a captain and given the whole of the Borders to raise a force, train them in explosives, etc and site and build the OB’s. Each group, a sergeant and six men formed a Patrol and there were to be 21 such patrols in the Borders, covering six counties as there were then.  I was told roughly where they should be;  to cover all roads and rail into Scotland with at least 2 patrols on each road.  In your case, Newtown St Boswells and Lauder.

On each side of you was Selkirk and Galashiels, Kelso and Greenlaw.  I recruited the Sergeants first and they chose their own six men.  Joe Featherstone was the Sergeant in Newtown St Boswells later Lieut., Crombie was the Corporal and 21/c and I think, but not sure, the three others W.Story, J.Hunter and J Grant.  You can probably confirm this from names still in the village?  My above ground Headquarters was in Monksford Stables.  The main house being a Military Hospital.  

We had our own OB near Chirnside.  At first I was billeted with a Mrs Fraser in St Boswells, but when I married we rented a cottage in Bowden.  My staff consisted of Sergeant Eades, who married a local girl, so there may still be some Eades around.  Sgt Wylie, Cpl Stevenson, Pte Mulholland and my driver Pte Kustow who some older people may remember as he produced a concert in St Boswells.  My favourite job was siting the OB’s and getting them built;  a massive undertaking;  the trap doors with counter weights were made in Edinburgh.

My nephew and niece in 1996 bought a camcorder and suggested we might go to the Borders and see if we might find any of my OB’s after 55 years.  It is an amateur film and we wouldn’t have found any if the passages had not fallen in making them obvious.  I have had this video copied.  Please acknowledge safe receipt.  I would like it back when you have finished with it.  The Newtown OB and the Monksford stables are somewhere in the middle of the tape.  .Please note that where I am seen walking in the little lane over a bridge walking in the wrong direction.  It was filmed after visiting the OB,

We had a tragedy at the stables when one man blew off both his hands.  This was the only death in my time up to July 1943.  I managed to get a rubber dinghy for Newtown St Boswells – Joe and I tried it out by getting in at Leaderfoot Bridge, drifting to the next bridge to Dryburgh.  It was quite scary.

I am rather dismayed to hear that the OB has been filled in.  There is a Museum of Aux Units in Suffolk and they wanted the Elsan latrine as an exhibit.  Would you do me a favour and confirm this.  You go past the lodge of Monksford house, take the first little lane on the right afterwards, go over the defunct railway bridge, continue down until you meet a copse on the left, go through or round the gate, walk along the grass track to the end and you will see the OB on your right.  Have a good exhibition on the 3rd’4th May.

Yours sincerely

Peter Forbes (ex Cameron Highlander)

The patrols near you were called by their colour.  The OB’s were white but I asked 4 to paint a 1 foot band round the bottom.  Your railway station has gone – what a pity, such a landmark.  I knew it well.  The night train from London used to get in at a horribly early hour.  5.00am I think. 

The Polish Batallions came off the boats with tanks would pass 

“The Germans in the POW camp carved toys from spare pieces of wood that local joiners would leave for them.  Painters gave them their left over paint.  In return the prisoners gave local people their craft work.  They made lovely things.”
